White Wagtails (Motacilla alba) have been observed frequently but seldom collected along the western coast of Alaska bordering the Bering and Chukchi seas ( fig. 1) . Because the wagtail is wary and secretive it is difficult to collect. Hersey (1916:32) wrote of the White Wagtail that "my failure to secure specimens was due to the excessively restless habits of the birds." My own experience with this species indicates that it is easily disturbed and difficult to approach and collect. When the bird is alarmed it will usually fly a great distance before landing. 
) was located about four and one-half feet above the attic floor on top of a 2 X 4 used as a frame for the boarded-up attic window. The nest had been placed in the corner formed by the top of the window frame and a gable stud, and it was within about six inches of a rafter supporting the roof. Access to the attic was through the large hole in the lower right hand corner of the roof as shown in figure 2. When the nest was observed on the afternoon of June 30, it contained five eggs. The nest ( fig. 3 ) was constructed of dry grass from the sand dunes on which the village of Wales is built. Considerable sand still adhered to the grass, making the nest very sandy when it was collected. The nest was lined with coarse dog hair and reindeer hair that could have been obtained anywhere in the village from the many shedding work dogs staked out around the houses and from reindeer skins which had been scraped nearby.
While ,I was at Wales, the nest of the White Wagtail was kept under observation whenever possible, and only one bird was observed around the nest. Possibly the mate of this bird spent most of its time around the south end of the village where I saw a wagtail several times during my stay.
On July 2 I was scheduled to leave Wales and a final check of the nest revealed that it still contained only five eggs. I collected the bird, nest, and eggs at that time. The 
